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Abstract

The study aims to investigate forms and functions the child’s questions and
their relations to the mother’s responses in Mandarin mother-child conversations.
The data examined are from one mother-child dyad. The child is around two and
three years old. The pragmatic functions of the child’s questions are categorized into
four types: informational, directive, conversational and self-directed. The mother’s
responses to the child’s questions are categorized into three types: answers,
non-answer responses and no answers. The results show that the child mostly uses
wh-questions and sentence-final particle questions. As the child grows older, the
question forms he uses become more various. In addition, the child uses questions
mainly to ask for factual knowledge. The child’s questions which repair the
breakdown of the conversation are significant as the child grows older. The result
suggests that the child gradually becomes a skillful conversationalist. Last, the data
reveals that the child’s questions are mostly followed by the mother’s responses, and
the mother’s responses may be related to the pragmatic functions of the child’s
questions. The mother’s responses also exhibit some characteristics in child-directed

speech in order to encourage the child’s participation in verbal interactions.



